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We are too often inclined to think of religion in India
in terms of 'asceticism and penance, of a lyric ecstasy of
the mind in which the familiar landmarks of everyday
experience are swept away. It is all this and yet this is not
ail. For we tend to forget the simple pieties of day to day
of the normal routine of devotions which are as much a
part of daily life as the physiological functionings of the
body. The story-teller of old never made this mistake and
his stories were woven round the religious experience and
expectations of the people. His tales of heroism centred
round the mythical figures of traditional faiths, and their
records of service and sacrifice were used to point a moral
or illustrate a homily.